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this hypothesis plausible. But while awaiting
its realisation, which will require a few dozens
of centuries or of years, let us console ourselves
by thinking of the infinite testimonials with which
we are furnished by the relative observations of the
affectionate and intellectual life of our inferior
brothers.

The world of plants and flowers! Do we know
any delight more unusual than that which beauti-
ful flowers afford to him who has learned to love
them? How true is the page of La Bruyere about
the man who is satisfied with his day because he
has seen beautiful tulips, or concerning the happy
mortal who possesses a rare variety of plums!

These flowers, at which we glance with an ab-
sent eye, enshrine numberless and endless mys-
teries. The little withered rose which we fling
to the winds is animated by problems of tremend-
ous gravity. There are laws of floral architecture
more exact and more implacable than those which
govern our buildings.

In the primary order, specialists tell us, the
flower puts the five parts of a whorl upon a com-
pact spiral, and this arrangement is made in such a
manner that two turns of the spire receive the
series of five parts. Plants developing under the
influence of mathematical laws, what a world of